A possible genetic factor in the pathogenesis of ovarian dermoid cysts.
This study was undertaken in order to evaluate a possible genetic influence on the pathogenesis of ovarian dermoid cysts. We have performed a case-control study comparing the prevalence of a history of dermoid cysts in first-degree relatives of women with dermoid cysts and among first-degree relatives of women without dermoid cysts. The study group included 285 women with an established diagnosis of ovarian dermoid cysts. The control group included 378 women with sonographically normal ovaries. To assess the relationship between a first-degree family history of dermoid cysts and the diagnosis of ovarian dermoid cysts, a multivariate stepwise logistic regression model was applied. In 28 families of the study group (9.8%), a dermoid cyst was found in at least 1 first-degree relative as compared with only eight families (2%) among the controls (adjusted odds ratio -5.60; 95% CI 2.24-14.2). The data suggest a genetic predisposition towards dermoid cysts which merits further exploration.